Persistence and variation of Mangosta street rabies virus antigens during adaptation into mice.
A Mangosta street rabies virus strain antigen not shared by the challenge virus standard (CVS) was identified by counterimmunoelectrophoresis. This strain antigen persisted following nine mouse passages of the virus, during which the CVS strain antigen was not acquired. These observations suggest that the antigen composition of the two virus strains is different. Antigenic differences during the course of adaptation of Mangosta virus were also revealed by crossed serum neutralization tests. The findings are discussed in terms of the occurrence of variations in the number and localizaion of antigen sites in the virus and of the possible existence of antigenic competition by non-infective viral antigens in serum neutralization tests for rabies.